Hello again, 

Firstly apologies for the length of time between my first update and this one, I deliberately waited for an update with regards to the FA Mentoring Programme which I will share with you in this comms. Since my opening note back in February, a lot has been happening at our club. On a personal note, I have managed to get out and see more age groups in action. I’ve helped wherever I have been asked and really enjoyed coaching different age groups from the Boys U7’s to the girls U15’s. 

We’ve had some great successes on the pitch too. In March our Under 15’s girls made it all the way to the GFA cup final, narrowly losing to Boco on the day. In May a number of our teams toured Woolacombe, this proved a great success with many teams playing some great football and the parents having a good time too! You only have to view the club facebook site to see the huge amount of successful teams throughout the summer tournaments. We continue to grow with Paul creating the new U5’s intake for this season, I know he is delighted the high number of children already with him, good luck to him, coaching 30 U5’s!!! 
Off the pitch, we’ve also been successful, some real highlights for me include: End of 2013 – The FA honoured us with a prestigious FA Community Club award, an accolade only achieved by the top 1% of clubs.  In May our club then won the FA Community Club of the Year award. Our presentation day was a huge success with all the boys and girls receiving their medals and an opportunity to thank the hard work put in by all the managers, coaches and helpers.      

FA Mentoring Programme 

On Wednesday 30th July, Paul and I attended a workshop at the FA headquarters to discuss our participation in the FA Mentoring Programme. This is only available to Charter Standard Community Clubs and it basically involves us being given a dedicated FA coach to work with us over the next 12 months to help us improve our coaching structure. I am keen to do this as per my last note, and having the support of the FA will make my objective easier. I am currently in discussion with our dedicated coach (Steve Lilley, Bristol City Academy Coach) and working with Steve, I will coordinate our approach and look to get the most out of him as we can. 
The objectives are the programme are:
· To help retain coaches in the game
· To help improve coaching in the grassroots game to up skill and support coaches to develop knowledge , confidence and skills 
· To bring the future game to life in grassroots clubs 
· To support individual learning
· To cascade the model and leave a legacy 
· To support the retention of players through better coaching 
· To support the respect programme especially in relation to match days 

We have been given 50 hours of Steve’s time over the next 12 months, we can use this however we feel is right for our club. With your input, we can provide you with support on coaching sessions, match day behaviours, match day warm ups, parent forums, etc etc. Steve has already agreed to attend our next meeting and along with myself, we will present to you and share our initial ideas and look for your involvement. I will shortly be setting up a coaching day, where we will get together as a group of coaches and share our idea’s, drills and best practice. From here, I will coordinate our plan of requirements and will work with Steve to implement this over the next 12 months. 

So, here is where you come in, please contact me, if you would like:

· Any help from me with coaching sessions for your age group 
· Support from Steve as part of the 50 hours we have to utilise 

· To join me and a group of coaches in a coaching day at Longwell Green shortly (date to be confirmed) 

That’s it for this update, I really hope to hear from lots of you in the next few weeks, depending on interest, it may have to be on a first come first serve basis, but let’s make the most of this and all work together to improve the standard of coaching we offer at our club.   
Regards 

Nige (Under 8’s)          
Level 3 Qualified 

07816 113654 

nigelwhittle@sky.com
